


MADE FROM THE HIART Acormed
with splashy huses of lirrse and pirk
and sumptuous tones of chocolate
and erearn, the Truty Moen collec-
tion af stationary, invitations—and
now, a specially disigned planner
for Nelman Marcus—ts erafted by a
quariet of women whose gri is oty
Gutshare by ther grace.
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Betore or after those appointments, they'd
go to Starbucks. It was during these get-togeth-
ers when the women—NMaria an artist, Kim an
entrepreneur, Kristin with a talent for graphic
design and Michelle with her new insight on the
world—would 1oss around dreams and ideas.

“Michelle would always sav, while watching
mothers running in, rushed. “They're missing
it. They don't realize how important those mo-
ments are,” Kim said.

Maria added: "Michelle said, "How can we
help them organize their time so they have
more time to spend doing things that give
them joy:™

Kim said they asked themselves, “What if
we came up with a planner that organizes their
lives—their calls, what's for dinner, gilts to
purchase, kids activities?"

The next day, Kim showed her friends a
planner she made out of a plastic folder—the type
kids use for school reports. Next, they hand made
prototypes out of book cloth and chip board—
supplies they'd used in their kids' school projects.
The women filled them with pads they printed
for notes and lists and gave them to 30 friends to
try out. After a few months of using them, their
friends came back with positive feedback.

“At this point we didn't really know what
we were doing,” Kim said. “We Googled binder
manufacturers and found one in North Hol-
I'\'\\'UI Kl,“

Alter meeting with a manulacturer and
plotting out their strategy, Truly Mom's first
shipment of planners arrived that May. The
women began selling them soon afterward.

“It's different,” Kim said of the product
line. “There's a pocket for receipts. You can
tear off lists ... notes for teachers, Post-lts,
shopping lists—it’s an office on the go”

Then, in another serendipitous oceurrence,

a set designer from the soap opera " The Young
and the Restless”™ who had the same physical
therapist as Michelle saw the therapist’s Truly
Mom planner and loved it so much she ordered a
bunch for the soap opera actors to carry on air.

Not long after that, one of Maria's friends
stopped by her house and suggested the budding
entrepreneurs take the Truly Mom planners to

the California Gift Show in Los Angeles.

They did and were a huge hit—and they

haven't stopped since.
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